
My School Version 2



Introduction to My School version 2

• My School has undergone a number of changes since its first release in January 2010.  These 
changes reflect decisions by Ministers for Education, as well as feedback from stakeholder 
and consumer groups and the availability of more nationally consistent data. In particular, 
advice was provided by the My School Working Party, comprising teacher, principal, and 
parent representatives, plus others with relevant expertise.

• My School version 2 includes a number of enhancements to provide more information about 
the almost 10,000 Australian schools. These can be searched on the website using the 
school’s location, sector or name. There are now eight menu items, or pages, for each school 
on the site, that users can navigate through in any order. This presentation includes screen 
shots to provide an introduction to the look and structure of version 2 of the My School site.  

• Another important feature is the introduction of increased security measures to protect the 
integrity of the site and guard against the misuse of information. Visitors to the site will now 
be required to agree to a click-wrap terms and conditions of use before entering a school 
search. Other security tools will also be in place. 



Landing page

• The landing page is similar to version 1.

• There is a new message from Professor 
Barry McGaw, Chair of ACARA, 
introducing the site and outlining its 
purpose.  New features are also listed.



School Profile page

• The page provides important information 
about the school including school type, 
enrolments,  attendance rates, staff 
numbers, and information about the 
student population such as the number of 
boys and girls and the percentage of 
students from a language background other 
than English. There is an expanded 
commentary about the school, information 
about senior secondary outcomes and a 
link to the school website. 

• Icons at the base of the page provide a 
direct link to school finances, NAPLAN 
results, student progress, similar and local 
schools. This is a new feature throughout 
the site to ensure easy navigation.



ICSEA formula enhancements

• At the request of education Ministers, ACARA has developed a method of calculating each 
school’s Index of Community Socio Educational Advantage (ICSEA) that makes use of direct 
student-level information, where this is available, rather than indirect Australian Bureau of 
Statistics census collection district data.

• The new ICSEA formula has been strengthened by the inclusion of a factor reflecting the 
proportion of students at a school from a language background other than English. Other 
factors included in the previous ICSEA formula, such as the remoteness of the school and 
proportion of Indigenous students, have been retained.

• ICSEA is an important element of the My School site as it provides a mechanism for 
presenting meaningful comparisons between the NAPLAN achievement of schools serving 
students from statistically similar backgrounds. 



School Finances 

• ACARA has worked closely with the 
Australian Government, state and territory 
jurisdictions, systems and sectors to collect 
school financial data to be displayed on the 
My School website. 

• The 2009 recurrent income and capital 
expenditure are displayed for each school, 
broken down by source of funding.

• This is the first time that such information 
has been available within Australia.

• A link to detailed information on the 
methodology used to develop comparable 
financial data is provided on the site.



NAPLAN Results

• A new graphical depiction provides an 
alternative way to view a school’s 
NAPLAN performances. 

• Results across three years as well as an 
average of results from 2008 – 2010 are 
displayed.

• Dropdown menus are used to select Year 
level and test domain.

• The NAPLAN graph displays averages and 
margins of error for results.

• This page includes a prominent display of 
test participation information.



NAPLAN Results with 

comparisons options 

selected

• By selecting the ‘Schools with similar 
students’ function, a comparison 
between the selected school and the 
performance of schools serving 
students from statistically similar 
backgrounds is displayed.

• By selecting the ‘All schools’ option, a 
comparison between the selected 
school and the average of all schools 
will be displayed. 

• In both cases, colours indicate the 
magnitude of the performance 
differences. 

Click

Click



NAPLAN Table

• The original NAPLAN table is still 
available to site users. 

• It provides a complete summary of all 
domains and year levels.

• The table now includes margins of 
error for greater statistical clarity.

• Alternative colour options are available 
for people with visual colour 
impairment.



Results in Bands

• The results in bands page is presented in 
the same way as in the previous version 
of My School. 

• It displays the percentage of students 
achieving in each band, as well as the 
percentage of students in statistically 
similar schools and the percentage of 
students in all schools achieving in each 
band for the five domains.



Student Progress

2010 offers the first opportunity to track 
the progress of students who undertook 
NAPLAN in both 2010 and 2008.  

The progress made by students in each 
school is displayed for:
• Year 5 students who also sat NAPLAN in 

the same school in Year 3
• Year 7 students who also sat NAPLAN in 

the same school in Year 5
• Year 9 students who also sat NAPLAN in 

the same school in Year 7

A comparison between the school’s 
student progress and that of schools 
serving students from similar backgrounds 
is provided.

This is an important indicator of school 
performance.



Statistically Similar 

Schools

• A graph is now used to depict the 
achievement of students at the selected 
school in comparison with schools that 
serve students from statistically similar 
backgrounds (based on ICSEA).

• Colours are used to indicate the 
magnitude of the performance 
differences.

• There is a scroll-over function that 
displays the NAPLAN result for each 
school on the graph and provides a link 
to that school’s profile. 



Statistically Similar 

Schools – zoom out view

• When the ‘Zoom out’ button on the 
previous page is clicked, the location of 
the statistically similar schools group in 
relation to all schools is shown.

• A ‘Show list’ button takes the user to an 
alphabetical list of schools serving 
students from statistically similar 
backgrounds.

• For schools that perform at the top of 
their statistically similar schools’ group, 
the scope for improvement can be seen.



Statistically Similar 

Schools page 

• This page provides an alphabetical list of 
schools that serve students from 
statistically similar backgrounds with 
links to each school’s page.

• It includes a ‘Show graph’ button that 
allows the user to return to the previous 
page.



Local Schools

• This page is unchanged in concept from 
Version 1, providing a list of up to 20 
schools within 80 kilometres of the 
selected school.


